vi                                   PREFACE.

more necessary, as 1 was obliged, in eonsequemv
of the length of the remarks, to omit many pas-
sages in each Lecture, and often subject myself,

for the sake of brevity, to give an imperfect de-
velopment of my meaning. Lastly, The nature of
the platform upon which I stood, prevented the
propriety of applying the principles maintained
specifically to the subject of Christianity, and the
present state of different sections in the Church.
What I uttered from the text, I am persuaded,
could not be said to interfere with any man's re-
ligious peculiarities; although it is impossible to
discuss the question of the fundamental principles
of all human certitude, without involving remarks
which might be readily applied to the subject
of Christian truth. I have now embraced this
opportunity, therefore, to append some remarks to
the three last Lectures, which may exhibit this
application more clearly than I had any right to
exhibit it on a purely philosophical platform,*

" A public journal has accused me of "wonderfully finished subtlety,'*
and making an " insidious use of unsound opinions." I confess this was
the last charge I expected to hear. I have ever felt truth to be so holy
and sacred a thing, that I would at any time have sacrificed everything
dearest to me on earth rather than be found trilling with it, or using- any
other than the fullest candour in its manifestation. A philosophical plat-
form, it is well known, is not designed to admit religious cjiscussion; but as
my subject necessarily involved principles which were applicable to theo-
logy, I expressly introduced as much as I dared, to provent the appearance